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“[The gospel of] John mentions Mary, not by name, or even as
Mother, but under the title ‘woman’. The text itself thus sets up the
connection with Genesis 3 and Revelation 12, with the sign of the
‘woman’, and there is no doubt that John uses this name with the
unspoken intention of raising Mary as ‘the woman’ in general to the
level of a universal sign” (Ratzinger and von Balthasar, Mary — The
Church at the Source, p.58.)
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1. “The ascent to God occurs precisely in the descent of humble service, in the descent of love,
for love...In Jesus Christ, God has revealed himself in his descending...We ascend to God

by accompanying him on his descending path” (BXVI, Jesus of Nazareth Part I, p.95 on the
Beatitudes).
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